
FCM  PRAIRIES AND TERRITORIES REGIONAL CAUCUS MEETING 
Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

10:25 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Laval, Quebec 

 
MINUTES 

 
 

1. Introduction and Review of Agenda 
a. Call to Order 

Chair Councillor Lorne Olsvik called the meeting to order and proceeded 
with roundtable introductions.  
 

b. Approval of Agenda 
The agenda was approved. 
 

c. Approval of Report of November 2017 Caucus Meeting 
Moved by Marc Marion, minutes of the last meeting were approved.  
 

d. Business Arising from the Minutes 
No business arose from the minutes  
 

2. Awards and Submissions 
a) FCM Roll of Honour 2018 – Submissions 

The caucus was informed that Roll of Honour submissions are still open 
until next week and members are encouraged to make submissions.  

 
b) FCM Women in Local Government Scholarship 

Councillor Darren Hill updated the caucus on the work of the Scholarship 
Committee and thanked those who had volunteered to assess the 
applications.  

 
3. Regional Issues 

 
a. Proposed Changes to the Fisheries Act and the Navigation Protection Act 

President Ray Orb flagged that there were concerns in Saskatchewan with 
the proposed changes to both acts. In particular, they felt that changes 
made in 2012 were positive for municipalities and the current government 
is reneging those changes, which will make things more difficult for rural 
communities. President Al Kemmere echoed that these concerns are also 
being taken very seriously in Alberta and will have major impacts on 
building and repairing roadways.  



 
b. Rural Crime 

President Ray Orb flagged that there continue to be concerns with rural 
policing issues, particularly in Saskatchewan. President Al Kemmere 
mentioned that rural crime has begun to be a major concern in Alberta and 
has seriously escalated in the last few months.  
 
President Barry Morishita mentioned that the Alberta government is 
working on a province-wide policing strategy that will for the first time take 
a high level look at policing levels.  
 

c. Cannabis  
President Al Kemmere flagged that AAMDC is pushing the Alberta 
government very hard to receive a portion of cannabis revenues. He 
thanked FCM for the strong push at the federal level.  
 
Representatives of AMM shared an overview of their advocacy on the 
cannabis file, including the release of two polls showing broad public 
support for funding flowing to municipalities. The Manitoba government 
will be releasing the budget on Monday and AMM will subsequently be 
meeting with them to discuss the cannabis issue.  
 
Vice-Chair Councillor Goulden asked whether there has been any 
direction from Provincial or Territorial governments on what the share 
might be with municipalities for the PT portion of the excise tax. President 
Barnhart stated that the Saskatchewan government will not commit the 
25% to municipalities as they want to wait and see what the cost 
breakdown is over the first year. President Al Kemmere echoed that the 
Alberta government has also not made any guarantees, but that AAMDC 
has been focused on ensuring there are no costs downloaded.  
 

d. Satellite Licensing Approval in the North 
President Clarence Wood provided an overview of the work being done by 
Planet Labs in the Northwest Territories and the delays in them receiving 
approval from the federal government. He cited that other countries 
approve these types of projects in 30 to 60 days and in Canada the 
government has been sitting on the issue for 18 months.  

 
Motion – Moved by President Gordon Barnhart, seconded by President Al 
Kemmere to accept the reports for information 



 
4. FCM Corporate Plan and Operating Budget 2018-2019 

 
CEO Brock Carlton and CFO Coralia Bulhoes took questions from the caucus on 
the Corporate Plan and Operating Budget 2018-2019.  

 
Councillor Marin Loewen asked if any consideration has been given to changing 
the way board meetings happen to try and save money for the organization in 
terms of staff travel. CFO Coralia Bulhoes said that the organization is looking at 
how we can save money on this through technology or other considerations.  

 
Councillor Darren Hill mentioned that CEO Carlton had talked to his city about 
the potential increase in fees and that it was appreciated.  

 
Councillor Hillary Gough stated that it will be important to ensure that this same 
conversation about fluctuating costs doesn’t come up again during the next 
election to ensure stability. CEO Carlton said this is the focus of conversation at 
Finance and Audit committee.  

 
President Ray Orb asked if there were ways for FCM staff and PTA’s to be more 
integrated to create savings since both work as closely together as it is.  
 
Reeve Steve Upham encouraged the name of the election readiness levy to be 
changed and instead be included as a fee increase or part of the long-term 
business plan of the organization.  
 
CEO Carlton mentioned that the levy would not be mandatory to ensure that 
there would be no membership loss based on specific communities not wanting 
to pay the levy. Members could choose not to pay the levy but continue being a 
member of the organization.  
 
President Marc Marion stated that he believes the caucus should take a position 
on this levy and the budget increase which the chair can then take back to 
executive and finance committee as the opinion of the full caucus.  
 
Councillor Darren Hill and Bev Esslinger called on FCM to do an organizational 
efficiency review if this levy is approved to ensure that the organization is 
operating as efficiently as possible.  
 
Motion – Moved by Councillor Darren Hill moved to accept for information 



 
5. FCM Governance Issues 

 
a. FCM Elections 

Chair Lorne Olsvik updated the caucus on the 2018-19 election process and 
copies of the election schedule were distributed to members of the caucus.  
 
Motion – Moved by President Ray Orb moved to accept the report 
 

b. Governance Working Group 
President Gordon Barnhart updated the caucus on the work of the 
Governance Working Group including the updating of the bilingualism policy, 
discussion on election procedures and board representation issues, and that 
the governance self assessment survey has been received.  

 
President Al Kemmere asked about the process for resolutions and about a 
potential way for resolutions to be tracked so members understand how it is 
being delivered on.  
 
Motion – Moved by President Gordon Barnhart to accept the report for 
information 
 

c. Member Relations 
Chair Lorne Olsvik updated the caucus on the status of membership to date.  
 

6. Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 

 

 


