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Are you ready for the new normal? 

Be prepared. Be resilient.



CONNECTING LEADERS

ACCELERATING ACTION

GATEWAY TO SOLUTIONS



ADAPTATION = 
MANAGING THE 

UNAVOIDABLE

MITIGATION = 
AVOIDING THE 

UNMANAGEABLE

Adaptation is the only means to reduce the now-unavoidable 
costs of climate change over the next few decades.” - Sir Nicholas 
Stern, 'The Stern Review' on economics of climate change





What are cities doing? 



CITIES ARE LEADING THE WAY



• Flooding in 2007, 2010, 2011 was wettest year on record (2x rain as is normal)
• -hottest city
• Legal liability a concern
• Existing work with Health Canada on heat
• Joined BARC in late 2010
• Very limited departmental funding

• Make do with what they had
• Actions funded through existing budgets, plans, actions, etc., grants 

(Sewer Surcharge Budget update, Environmental Plan)

WINDSOR, ON



• 2008 British Columbia 
Sustainability Charter 
committed City of Surrey to 
developing a climate change 
mitigation and adaptation 
plan

• Joined BARC in late 2010
• Surrey Community Climate 

Action Strategy comprised 
of a Community Energy and 
Emissions Plan and Climate 
Adaptation Strategy

SURREY, BC



• Have been looking at adaptation for 
several years post 2007 IPCC 
report

• Greenest City Action Team 

• Priority action in Greenest City 2020 
Plan (Climate Leadership Goal) and 
Corporate Strategic Business Plan

• Joined BARC in late 2010

• First city to complete their adaptation 
strategy as a result of the BARC 
Program approved by council in 
June 2012

VANCOUVER, BC



NORTH VANCOUVER, BC

 Joined BARC in 2012

 Adopted their Climate Change Adaptation Plan in November 2013

 9 focus areas: 
 Future Housing, Population and Employment

 Transportation, Mobility and Access

 Employment and Economic Development

 Natural Environment and Energy

 Municipal Services and Infrastructure

 Arts, Culture and Heritage

 Parks Recreation and Open Space

 Community Wellbeing

 Acting on the Plan



TOWN OF OAKVILLE, ON

 PCP Member since 2005

 Joined BARC in 2011 – one of the original 
members

 Three objectives:
 To increase the town’s capacity to protect against 

and respond to projected climate change 
impacts

 To educate through effective and efficient means 
of communication

 To monitor the implementation of adaptation 
actions and goals in order to make continuous 
operational improvements



ICLEI and the BARC Program

 National program for Canadian 
communities

 Respond to the impacts of climate change
 protect the people, property, and 

prosperity of your community

 Develop and implement an adaptation 
plan 
 Receive guidance through ICLEI’s proven 

adaptation planning process

 Support through tools, training, and 
resources

 One-on-one assistance from our expert 
staff


