
Collaborative efforts on practical issues like solid waste 
management can also help build respect for, and 
understanding of, each other’s culture and governance 
structure.

Our new solid waste management toolkit builds on FCM’s 
experience helping First Nations and municipalities 
collaborate through the Community Infrastructure 
Partnership Project. 

Download the full toolkit.

CEDI partners Madawaska Maliseet First Nation and Ville d’Edmunston, NB, have worked on joint community economic 
development initiatives since 2013. They shared their story of moving from competition to collaboration — creating 350 
local jobs along the way.

New CEDI partners Paqtnkek First Nation and County of Antigonish, NS, also presented their ongoing work to create a 
relationship accord and plans to share their land use strategies to learn from one another. 

Success stories like these serve as a reminder of the importance of reconciliation. FCM’s Stronger Together toolkit builds 
on these experiences to help First Nations and municipalities across Canada create their own meaningful partnerships. 
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FCM’s First Nation-municipal partnerships share stories of success

Partners from FCM’s First Nation-municipal Community Economic Development Initiative (CEDI) shared their 
experiences of working together at Cando’s recent annual conference. 

CIPP publishes Solid Waste Management Toolkit

First Nations and municipalities can better manage solid waste when they work together. This collaboration helps 

reduce costs, create local jobs, and build cleaner and more sustainable communities. 

https://fcm.ca/home/programs/community-infrastructure-partnership-project/program-resources/toolkit.htm
https://fcm.ca/home/programs/community-economic-development-initiative.htm


In 2016, FCM and Cando launched Phase 2 of the CEDI 
program, for First Nations and nearby municipal partners. 

Between 2016 and 2021, as many as 30 new communities 
will create joint economic development and land 
management partnerships based on their shared desire for 
a better future.

We are pleased to introduce our latest First Nation – 
municipal partnerships.

They will launch the next phase of their joint efforts to 
create a new regional solid waste site. In front of them is 
a sacred bundle that has been prepared “for the group, 
land, all future generations to come after us and for all of 
us as people to continue to work together in harmony for 
the benefit of the earth” (Elvin Huntinghawk, 
Band Manager, Rolling River First Nation).

A Sustainable Relationship: Laying the Groundwork for Reconciliation

CIPP and CEDI will host an exciting workshop about First Nations-municipal collaboration at FCM’s Sustainable 
Communities Conference (SCC), to take place in Ottawa in February 2018. 

A key to First Nation-municipal reconciliation is developing a sustainable relationship. Participants in FCM’s First Nations-
municipal programming see this every day as they work together on shared infrastructure and economic development. 
In this open discussion, First Nation-municipal partners will speak about the importance of education, innovation and 
collaboration in building long-lasting, positive relationships. Their success stories will resonate with communities from 
across the country embarking on their own cross-cultural partnerships.

Register for the SCC here.
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CEDI Announces Phase 2

Four Winds Co-operation Agreement

The municipalities of Clanwilliam-Erickson and Harrison 
Park, as well as Rolling River First Nation, Keeseekoowenin 
Ojibway First Nation and Riding Mountain National Park 
have signed an Agreement for Continued Cooperation on 
Local Solid Waste Management. 

Marissa Lawrence
Marissa joins Cando as the Senior Program Officer, CEDI, 
Western Region with a rich background of designing and 
convening community-bridging intercultural dialogue and 
educational programming.

Tanya Tourangeau
Tanya joins the Cando family as the Program Coordinator, 
CEDI, Western Region from the Government of the 
Northwest Territories; a strategic specialist, she has 
successfully contributed to government-wide initiatives, 
ensuring alignment with government and department 
business goals and strategies.

Joshua Regnier
Joshua is excited to join the CEDI team as the Project 
Officer at FCM.  He recently completed a year-long, non-
partisan position on Parliament Hill, working for MPs on 
both sides of the House of Commons. He is thrilled to join 
the FCM and to apply his experience in support of the 
CEDI Program.

Frances Dietrich-O’Connor
Frances joined the CIPP team as Program Officer in August 
2017. Frances has worked as a researcher, facilitator, 
and evaluation specialist with Shared Value Solutions 
and University of Guelph among others.  Frances has 
experience working with First Nations to develop land use 
and environmental management planning, including on 
solid waste management.

CEDI AND CIPP welcome 
new team members

Beardy’s and Okemasis’ Cree Nation Chief 
says friendship agreement will help 

‘break down’ barriers

Chief Roy Petit of the Beardy’s and Okemasis’ Cree 
Nation says a friendship agreement signed between his 
community and several municipalities will help address a 
disconnect that exists between Saskatchewan’s Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous peoples. 

Mayor’s plan for Provincial park in 
southwest Edmonton backed by Enoch 

Cree Nation

The River Valley Park would protect the southwest Big 
Island-Woodbend area and could be co-managed with the 
Enoch Cree Nation, since it overlaps with reserve land the 
Cree nation was forced to give up in the early 1900s

https://fcm.ca/home/programs/community-economic-development-initiative/participating-communities.htm
https://fcm.ca/home/programs/community-economic-development-initiative/participating-communities.htm
https://fcm.ca/home/events/upcoming-events/sustainable-communities-conference.htm
http://thestarphoenix.com/news/local-news/beardys-and-okemasis-cree-nation-chief-says-friendship-agreement-will-help-break-down-barriers 
http://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/edmonton-floats-idea-of-a-new-provincial-park-inside-city-borders 


FCM’s First Nation - Municipal prorgams are made possible thanks to 
the financial support of the Government of Canada provided through 
Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC).

FCM.ca/CIPP  
FCM.ca/CEDI
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Links to Learning
In the past few months, Cando hosted two Links to Learning Symposiums, in both Edmonton, AB and Saskatoon, SK. 

The Links to Learning events featured current CEDI part-
ners. In Edmonton, Corina Hollingworth, (Community Plan-
ning Manager, Enoch Cree Nation) and Brian McCosh (City 
Planner, City of Edmonton) spoke to the CEDI process, and 
in Saskatoon, Jim Puffalt (City Manager, City of North Bat-
tleford) and Kathy Kissick (CFO, Battleford Agency Tribal 
Chiefs) presented. 

Links to Learning is coming to Richmond, BC from Decem-
ber 12-14, 2017. For more information or to register, visit the 
website.

News from our networks
@FCM_Online, @FNMuniCEDI, @CandoEDO

https://fcm.ca/home/programs/community-infrastructure-partnership-project.htm
https://fcm.ca/home/programs/community-economic-development-initiative.htm
 http://links-to-learning.ca/ 
 http://links-to-learning.ca/ 

