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How does this initiative benefit the 
environment? 

•	 	Under	the	plan,	the	community	is	intended	to	

be	carbon neutral	and	will	use	renewable	energy	

sources	such	as	solar	power.	

•	 	The	initiative	calls	for	urban	planning	decisions	

that	will	favour	walking,	biking	and	public	transit	

over	cars,	reducing the carbon footprint	of	

community	residents.

How does this initiative benefit  
the community?

•	 	The	community	will	enhance social capital	by	

creating	and	promoting	shared	community	spaces	

and	diverse	housing	types.	

•	 	The	site	will	connect	to	previously	inaccessible	

green	spaces,	to	downtown	and	to	the	University	

of	Guelph.

How does this initiative benefit the 
local economy?

•	 	Development	will	stimulate	local business 
activity	and	support	a	range	of	employment.	
Approximately	8,500	research,	development	and	

green	technology	jobs	will	be	created	within	the	

new	community.

	

This guide is designed to help municipal staff and decision makers understand how excellent sustainability 

projects are developed, and help them adopt best practices in their community. Read the guide to learn 

more about award-winning strategies, then use the guiding questions to kick-start your sustainability 

initiative. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW
•  The City of Guelph developed an integrated plan for the Guelph Innovation District, a mixed-use community, 

revitalizing the site of a former correctional institute and supporting the municipality’s environmental, economic 
and development objectives.

•  The new community design will accommodate population growth while encouraging active transportation and 
promoting shared spaces. 

•  The plan guides future land-use development while supporting established city-wide economic policies such as 
Prosperity 2020 and the Strategic Plan for the Guelph Agri-Innovation Cluster. 

 

Population: 129,079
Project duration:  
2005–ongoing

City of Guelph, ON

SUSTAINABLE NEIGHBOURHOOD REVITALIZATION AND DESIGN: 
GUELPH INNOVATION DISTRICT SECONDARY PLAN 



Want to implement sustainable neighbourhood development in your community? 
To get started, answer these questions:

Identify an important land development taking 

place in your community. Who will it service/

benefit? Which stakeholders should you engage? 

In what jurisdiction is this development taking 

place (e.g., public/private land)?

Does the site have any special or unique features 

that currently add value to the community? 

How could you enhance public access to these 

features or amenities?

How could this development help to achieve the 

objectives set out in your community’s long-

term planning and visioning documents? Which 

documents are relevant?

Consider existing  industrial and commercial 

lands, educational facilities, gathering spaces 

and other activity centres in the area. How 

could these connect to the development? 

Are there opportunities for active mobility or 

transit connection? 

What are some of the successes of this project?

•	 	Wide circulation	of	the	community	plan	to	agencies,	landowners	and	other	stakeholders	was	crucial	to	its	

support.	The	City	gave	presentations	to	interested	public	and	private	sector	groups	where	they	listened	to	and	

learned	from	diverse	viewpoints.	They	incorporated	many	of	these	into	the	plan,	resulting	in	new	champions	of	

the	project.

•	 	The	community	design	and	development	aligned with existing municipal policies and goals,	a	key	step	to	ensure	

successful	implementation	in	any	initiative.	

Learn more about the Guelph Innovation District Secondary 
Plan at fcm.ca/scawardsneighbourhood


